CHAPTER 327

AN ACT concerning the transportation of certain school students and supplementing chapter 39
of Title 18A of the New Jersey Statutes.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:

C.18A:39-1.8 Payment by parents for transportation of certain pupils.

1. Any board of education which transports pupils to and from school pursuant to
N.J.S.18A:39-1 may provide, on a space-available basis, for the transportation of elementary
school pupilswho liveless than two milesfrom school and secondary school pupilswho liveless
than two and a half miles from school along an established school bus route, and may require
that if the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of the child elects to have the
pupil transported, the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of the child shall pay
all or a part of the costs of that transportation. A board of education may also provide, on a
space-available basis, for the transportation of elementary school pupils who live less than two
miles and secondary school pupilswho live less than two and ahalf milesfrom any not for profit
nonpublic school which satisfiesthe maximum distance requirements set forthin N.J.S.18A:39-1
along an established school bus route, and may require that if the parent, guardian or other
person having legal custody of the child elects to have the pupil transported, the parent,
guardian or other person having legal custody of the child shall pay all or a part of the costs of
that transportation. The costs of the transportation shall be paid at the time and in the manner
determined by the board of education, provided that the costs shall be equitable for both public
and nonpublic pupils.

A board of education shall notify the Department of Education when it elects to provide
transportation for pupils under the provisions of this act.

C.18A:39-1.9 Payment not required based on financial hardship.

2. A board of education which provides for the transportation of pupils pursuant to section
1 of this act may not exclude from this transportation any pupil whose parent, legal guardian or
other person having legal custody of the child is unable to pay the costs of that transportation
because of financial hardship. In determining financial hardship, the criteria shall be the same
as the Statewide eligibility standards established by the State Board of Education for free and
reduced price meals under the State school lunch program.

3. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 5, 2002.



