CHAPTER 421

AN AcT authorizing the Comprehensive Enforcement Program to collect unpaid municipal court
fines and amending P.L.1995, c.9.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jersey:
1. Section 2 of P.L.1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-2) is amended to read as follows:

C.2B:19-2 Findings, declarations.

2. The Legislature finds and declares that:

a. The Judiciary routinely enters judgments and court orders setting forth assessments,
surcharges, fines and restitution against litigants pursuant to statutory law.

b. The enforcement of court orders is crucial to ensure respect for the rule of law and
credibility of the court process.

c. Despite monitoring of judgments and court orders by probation divisions and other
segments of the Judiciary responsible for doing so, many orders are not complied with because
thereis alack of central coordination, funding, automation, and control.

d. The Judiciary has successfully developed a hearing officer program in child support
enforcement and a pilot criminal enforcement court project, which is in the process of being
expanded, that have demonstrated significant increases in collections and compliance.

e. The Governor's Management Review Commission has reviewed the collections process
in New Jersey and made recommendations supporting the establishment and funding of a
Statewide comprehensive enforcement program operated by the Judiciary.

f. Upon passage of this act, the Supreme Court and the Chief Justice will establish a
Statewide comprehensive enforcement program which will providefor the enforcement of court
orders and oversee collection of court-ordered fines, assessments, surcharges and judgmentsin
the civil, criminal and family divisions, the Tax Court and in municipal court as provided in
section 6 of P.L.1995, ¢.9 (C.2B:19-6). The comprehensive enforcement program will provide
for the collection of certain surcharges administratively imposed by the Division of Motor
Vehiclesasprovided in section 6 of P.L.1995, ¢.9 (C.2B:19-6). The comprehensive enforcement
program will utilize the child support hearing officer model and the pilot project criminal
enforcement court model, supported by a Statewide automation system designed to increase
collections, compliance and accountability.

2. Section 6 of P.L.1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-6) is amended to read as follows:

C.2B:19-6 Unresolved money collection matters;, DMV surcharges; public defender liens.

6. a. All matters involving the collection of moneys in the Superior Court and Tax Court
which have not been resolved in accordance with an order of the court may be transferred,
pursuant to court rule, to the comprehensive enforcement program for such action as may be
appropriate.

b. (1) A municipal court may request that all matters which have not been resolved in
accordance with an order of that court be transferred to the comprehensive enforcement program
in accordance with the provisions of section 9 of P.L.1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-9) for such action as
may be appropriate. All moneys collected through the comprehensive enforcement program
which result from the enforcing of orders transferred from any municipal court shall be subject
to the 25% deduction authorized pursuant to section 4 of this act except for moneys collected
in connection with the enforcement of orders related to parking violations.

(2) Nothing contained in this act shall prevent any municipal court from contracting the
services of a private collection agency to collect any moneys which have not been remitted in
accordance with an order of that court.

c. TheDirector of the Division of Motor Vehicles may refer matters of surchargesimposed
administratively under the New Jersey Merit Rating Plan in accordance with the provisions of
section 6 of P.L.1983, ¢.65 (C.17:29A-35) which have not been satisfied to the comprehensive
enforcement program in accordance with the procedures established pursuant to section 4 of
P.L.1997, ¢.280 (C.2B:19-10) to be reduced to judgment and for such additional action as may
be appropriate. All moneys collected through the comprehensive enforcement program which
result from the collection of these surcharge moneys shall be subject to the 25% deduction
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authorized pursuant to section 4 of P.L.1995, ¢.9 (C.2B:19-4).

d. (1) At the request of the Public Defender, the Clerk of the Superior Court shall refer every
unsatisfied lien, filed by the Public Defender, to the comprehensive enforcement program for
collection. All moneys collected through the comprehensive enforcement program which result
from the collection of these liens shall be subject to the deduction authorized pursuant to section
4 of P.L. 1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-4).

(2) Upon satisfaction of a public defender lien through the comprehensive enforcement
program, the comprehensive enforcement program shall notify the Clerk of the Superior Court
within 10 days of satisfaction and the satisfaction of the lien shall be entered in the Superior
Court Judgment Index.

3. Section 9 of P.L.1995, c.9 (C.2B:19-9) is amended to read as follows:

C.2B:19-9 Recommendation of hearing officer; approval.

9. Any recommendation by a comprehensive enforcement hearing officer shall be in
conformity with court rules and shall be approved by:

a. ajudge of the Superior Court for Superior Court matters and for any municipal court
matters in which afinal judgment has been docketed in the Superior Court; or

b. ajudge of the municipal court, designated by the Assignment Judge of the vicinage, for
municipal court matters in which a final judgment has not been docketed with the Superior
Couirt.

4. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 8, 2002.



