CHAPTER 11
AN ACT concerning adoption agencies and amending and supplementing P.L.1977, ¢.367.
BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State of New Jer sey:
1. Section 4 of P.L.1977, ¢.367 (C.9:3-40) is amended to read as follows:

C.9:3-40 Qualification of agencies for approval.

4. The Commissioner of Human Services shall promulgate rules and regulationsrelating to
the qualification of agencies for approval to make placements for adoption in New Jersey. The
rules and regulations shall include, but shall not be limited to, standards of professional training
and experience of staff, requirements relating to responsibilities and the character of trustees,
officers or other persons supervising or conducting the placement for adoption program,
adequacy of facilities, maintenance and confidentiality of casework records and furnishing of
reports. The requirements relating to the character of trustees, officers or other persons
supervising or conducting the placement for adoption program at the agency shall include a
prohibition on engaging in, or the permitting of, any conduct that is deemed inappropriate to the
purposes of the agency. In the selection of adoptive parents the standard shall be the best
interests of the child; and an approved agency shall not discriminate with regard to the selection
of adoptive parentsfor any child on the basis of age, sex, race, national origin, religion or marital
status provided, however, that these factors may be considered in determining whether the best
interests of a child would be served by a particular placement for adoption or adoption.

C.9:3-40.1 Denial, suspension, revocation, refusal to renew agency's certificate of approval.

2. The Department of Human Services may deny, suspend, revoke or refuse to renew an
adoption agency's certificate of approval if the agency isin violation of the requirementsrelating
to thecharacter of trustees, officers or other persons supervising or conducting a placement for
adoption program established pursuant to section 4 of P.L.1977, ¢.367 (C.9:3-40).

3. Thisact shall take effect immediately.

Approved January 27, 2003.



