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Assembly Bill No. 3117 (2R) clarifies a juvenile’s right to attorney
representation.

Under current law, a juvenile has the right to an attorney at every
critical stage in the proceeding which, in the opinion of the court,
may result in the institutional commitment of the juvenile.

Under the bill, as reported by the Senate Budget and
Appropriations committee, a juvenile has the right to an attorney at
every critical stage of a court proceeding, which is defined to
include every court appearance by the juvenile, including all post
dispositional appearances; and any interrogation, identification
procedure, or other investigative activity involving the juvenile
undertaken by law enforcement or prosecutorial personnel
subsequent to the filing of the complaint.

These Senate amendments provide that the definition of critical
stage of a court proceeding includes, but is not limited to, the
proceedings set forth in the bill.



