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The Assembly Appropriations Committee reports favorably
Assembly Bill No. 3915.

This bill requires the State to pay for the costs incurred to conduct
a new election if the State is at fault for an error or errors during the
initial election that requires a new election to be held.

Under the bill, if an election is invalidated by a judge of the
Superior Court and the judge determines that the State is at fault for an
error or errors having occurred in that election, the State must
reimburse the county or municipality, as appropriate, in which the
election was held for the costs incurred by the county or municipality
to conduct a new election in that county or municipality. The bill
provides that a county or municipality, as appropriate, must be
reimbursed under the bill upon the application for reimbursement by
the governing body of the county or municipality, as appropriate, to
the Secretary of State and approval of the application by the Director
of the Division of Budget and Accounting in the Department of the
Treasury.

In the November 2021 election, a judge of the Superior Court
invalidated the election for a seat on the township council in Old
Bridge, NJ after determining that some voters received the wrong
ballot and voted. The Superior Court judge found that, due to an error
in the Statewide Voter Registration System that placed certain voters
in the wrong ward, the New Jersey Division of Elections was at fault
for the election mishap. It is the sponsor’s belief that, since the State
was at fault for the election mishap, the State rather than the county
should pay to conduct a new election.

FISCAL IMPACT:
Fiscal information for this bill is currently unavailable.




