ASSEMBLY EDUCATION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT TO

ASSEMBLY, No. 276

with committee amendments

STATE OF NEW JERSEY

DATED: DECEMBER 18, 2025

The Assembly Education Committee reports favorably and with
committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 276.

As amended, this bill establishes the “Student Mental Health Task
Force,” the purpose of which is to examine issues related to the mental
health of students, including depression, anxiety, stress, or other
psychological or emotional tension, trauma, or disorder; study and
survey the resources that are available to schools and parents to
address student mental health needs; and develop recommendations to
ensure that students have access to mental health care programs and
services in order to allow students to meet their educational goals.

The task force will consist of the following 19 members: the
Commissioner of Education, or a designee, ex officio; the
Commissioner of Health, or a designee, ex officio; the Commissioner
of Children and Families, or a designee, ex officio; the Commissioner
of Banking and Insurance, or a designee, ex officio; the Director of the
Division of Mental Health and Addiction Services in the Department
of Human Services, or a designee, ex officio; one public member
appointed by the Senate President, one public member appointed by
the Minority Leader of the Senate, one public member appointed by
the Speaker of the General Assembly, and one public member
appointed by the Minority Leader of the General Assembly, all four of
whom shall have demonstrated expertise in issues relating to the work
of the task force; and ten public members appointed by the Governor
representing various educational constituencies and stakeholder
groups.

The task force is required to survey the availability of certain
mental health treatment services, mental health care provider networks
that offer mental health treatment, government agencies that offer
funding and mental health treatment services, and partnership
opportunities with institutions of higher education to address mental
health needs of students.

The task force is also required to study and make recommendations
regarding the identification of public school students who experience
mental health difficulties, the evaluation and expansion of counseling
programs and services available to students experiencing mental health
difficulties, the relationship of student mental health to school safety



and security, the amount of funding that may be necessary for public
schools to employ the appropriate staff and to establish new programs
or expand existing programs necessary to address student mental
health, an examination of mental health programs successfully
implemented by other states, and any other proposals the task force
determines would provide for increased access to high-quality mental
health programs.

The task force, in performing the above duties, is required to
consult with parents of general education students, parents of students
who receive special education and related services, and teaching staff
members.

The task force will issue a final report to the Governor and
Legislature no later than one year after the organization of the task
force that contains the results of the above survey and
recommendations. The task force is required to forward a copy of the
report to every school district in the State. The task force will expire
30 days after issuing its final report.

This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 2024-2025 session
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes
required by technical review, which has been performed.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS:
The committee amended the bill to require the Governor to appoint

to the task force one member who is a student enrolled in a public or
nonpublic middle school in the State, one member who is a student
enrolled in a public or nonpublic high school in the State, and one
member who is a parent or guardian of a student enrolled in a public or
nonpublic middle or high school in the State. The committee
amendments remove the bill’s requirement to appoint a member
representing school district leaders.



