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The Senate Law and Public Safety Committee reports favorably
and with committee amendments Senate Bill No. 4460.

As amended and reported by the committee, Senate Bill No. 4460
requires the Attorney General to establish a 90-day pilot program to
assist with ballistics analysis in the 10 municipalities with the
highest violent crime rate as set forth in the most recent Uniform
Crime Report data.

Under the provisions of the program, each participating local law
enforcement agency would receive a ballistics scanning device.
These devices allow law enforcement officers to scan cartridge
cases at the scene of an incident where a firearm has been
discharged and immediately upload the information to an
investigative portal. Shortly after uploading the information, an
officer is provided with a crime scene analysis report to assist in the
timely investigation of the incident. The pilot program would
require each participating law enforcement agency to use the device
as part of the agency’s evidentiary and firearm intelligence and
investigatory processes.

Following completion of the pilot program, the bill requires the
chief law enforcement officer of each participating law enforcement
agency to submit a report to the Attorney General within 30 days
that provides a detailed summary of each incident in which the
agency used the device and recommends whether the agency should
continue to use the device.

Not later than 60 days following receipt of the reports, the bill
requires the Attorney General to issue a report to the Governor and
the Legislature recommending whether the pilot program should be
made permanent with an annual appropriation made to fund use of
the devices in municipalities with the highest violent crime rates.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS:

The committee amended the bill to:

1) clarify that Uniform Crime Report data be used to determine
the 10 municipalities with the highest violent crime rate as the data is
more up to date than the information provided in the most recently
published Uniform Crime Report; and

2) make technical changes.



