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The Senate State Government Committee reportsfavorably Senate,
No. 572.

This bill permits a county board of elections to authorize a
simulated election for minors at a polling place, provided the ssmulated
election activitiesdo not interfere with the official voting process. The
bill amends current law to allow minors to enter a polling place on the
day of an election for the purpose of voting in asimulated election and
to allow persons connected with the operation of a simulated election
for minors to be present at the polling place.

This bill will allow for the implementation of the "Kids Voting"
programinthis State. KidsVotingisa private, nonpartisan, nonprofit,
grassroots organization dedicated to educating youth about the
importance of being an informed citizen and the responsibilities of
voting to sustain democracy. Teachersin kindergarten through 12th
grade incorporate Kids Voting lessons tailored to different ages in
their curriculum, and students "register" to vote in the classroom. On
election day, students go to the polling place with a parent, guardian,
or other adult to vote in a simulated election which closely
approximates the official election.

Kids Voting began in 1988 in Arizona and has been expanding
nationally since 1992. Over 40 states currently use the Kids Voting
curriculum in their schools.

This bill was prefiled for introduction in the 2000-2001 session
pending technical review. As reported, the bill includes the changes
required by technical review which has been performed.



