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FISCAL NOTE
ASSEMBLY, No. 3730
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
214th LEGISLATURE
DATED: JUNE 27, 2011

SUMMARY
	Synopsis:
	Temporarily renames NJ Advisory Council on Traumatic Brain Injury as NJ Advisory Council on Traumatic and Acquired Brain Injury; establishes Acquired Brain Injury Fund.

	Type of Impact:
	No new State expenditures as expenditures from the Acquired Brain Injury Fund are limited to the amount of revenues in the fund.

	Agencies Affected:
	Departments of Health and Senior Services and Human Services.


	Executive Estimate

	Fiscal Impact
	Year 1  
	Year 2  
	Year 3  

	State Cost
	$18.1 million
	$19.0 million
	$20.5 million

	State Revenue
	Not identified.
	Not identified.
	Not identified.

	


	Office of Legislative Services Estimate

	Fiscal Impact
	
	Years 1 - 3  
	

	State Cost

	
	No new State expenditures; funds to support the Acquired Brain Injury Fund are transferred from the existing New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund.  In Year 1, $3.5 million, plus up to $4.9 million in unexpended monies from the New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund would be transferred to support the new fund.  In subsequent years, about $3.5 million would be available.

	

	


· Total spending from the fund cannot exceed available revenues in the fund.
· The ability of the New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund to award grants for brain injury research would be impaired, depending on the amount of unexpended monies that are redirected from the fund.
BILL DESCRIPTION


Assembly Bill No. 3730 of 2010 renames the New Jersey Advisory Council on Traumatic Brain Injury as the New Jersey Advisory Council on Traumatic and Acquired Brain Injury, and establishes the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund.”  The changes to the council and the existence of the fund would be for a four-year period.

The legislation makes numerous administrative changes and would make monies available to eligible persons with acquired brain injury for the cost of “post-acute care, services, financial assistance, or the purchase of durable medical equipment.”  The revenues available to the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” will be those revenues available to the “Traumatic Brain Injury Research Fund” under current law, plus the unexpended balance available to the “Traumatic Brain Injury Fund,” as certified by the New Jersey Commission on Brain Injury Research.
FISCAL ANALYSIS

EXECUTIVE BRANCH


The Executive Branch estimates costs at approximately $17.9 million, $19.0 million, and $20.5 million, respectively, during the first three years of the legislation.  Approximately 2,300 persons would receive assistance annually.
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES


As expenditures from the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” are limited to the amount of revenues available in the fund, expenditures would be limited to a maximum of $8.4 million in the first year and about $3.5 million in subsequent years.  The Executive Branch estimate appears to assume that expenditures from the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” can exceed the amount of revenues available in the fund, however, the bill limits expenditures to those monies deposited in the fund.

With the exception of redirecting certain unexpended balances from the “New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund” during the first year, the amount of annual revenues available to the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” is limited to the amount of annual revenues that would be otherwise be available to the “Traumatic Brain Injury Fund,” approximately $3.5 million depending on actual revenues realized from the motor vehicle surcharge.


Thus, during the first year, the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” may have up to $8.4 million available: $3.5 million in “Traumatic Brain Injury Fund” revenues, plus up to $4.9 million in “unexpended monies remaining in the New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund, less the amount of monies the New Jersey Commission on Brain Injury Research certifies as necessary to carry out its responsibilities.  Though available information is that up to $4.9 million in unexpended funds may be available in the “New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund,” the actual amount may be less than $4.9 million as the New Jersey Commission on Brain Injury Research must certify how much can be transferred.

In subsequent years, the “Acquired Brain Injury Fund” may have up to $3.5 million available.  Program expenditures would be limited to this amount regardless of what the demand for services actually is.


It is noted that redirecting a portion of the unexpended balance in the “New Jersey Brain Injury Research Fund” may limit that program’s ability to award research grants related to brain injury, particularly multi-year grants.
	Section:
	Human Services

	Analyst:
	Jay Hershberg
Principal Fiscal Analyst

	Approved:
	David J. Rosen

Legislative Budget and Finance Officer


This fiscal note has been prepared pursuant to P.L.1980, c.67 (C.52:13B-6 et seq.).
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