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 The Assembly Regulated Professions Committee reports 

favorably and with committee amendments Assembly Bill No. 

3044. 

 The amended bill, to be known as the “Pet Groomers Licensing 

Act” or “Bijou’s Law,” provides for the licensing of pet groomers 

under the New Jersey State Board of Pet Groomers, established by 

the bill.  The bill defines a “pet groomer” as an individual licensed 

to bathe, brush, clip, or style a pet for compensation. 

 To be eligible for licensure as a pet groomer, an applicant must: 

be at least 18 years of age; be of good moral character; and pass an 

examination prepared by or approved by the board to determine the 

applicant’s competence to practice pet grooming.  A pet groomer 

license would be issued for a two-year period, for a fee of $75 for 

initial licensure and $50 for renewal. 

 The bill stipulates that no person may practice, attempt to 

practice, or hold oneself out as being able to practice pet grooming 

unless that person is licensed in accordance with the provisions of 

this bill. 

 In addition, as specified in the bill, none of the bill’s provisions 

apply to: a registered student in a school licensed by the board if the 

student is performing grooming services under appropriate 

supervision at the school in which they are enrolled; an individual 

engaged in performing grooming services while not enrolled in a 

school if the individual is at least 16 years of age and performs 

those services under the direct supervision of a licensed pet 

groomer and while training in preparation of the pet groomer’s 

licensing examination; or an individual who grooms a dog or cat to 

prepare it for a show or competitive event. 

 This bill also mandates that no business is to engage in or 

advertise or hold itself out as offering pet grooming services unless 

the business is registered with the board.  Furthermore, a business 

must provide to the board evidence of proof of general liability 

insurance or an unconditional irrevocable letter of credit of a type 

and amount required by the board by regulation.  In addition, the 

bill provides that no business may engage in or offer pet grooming 

services unless the business provides proper sanitary conditions, 
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sufficient lighting, an adequate water supply, and structurally sound 

and clean cages for the pets that are being groomed.  

 The bill also mandates that every pet grooming business must 

maintain a pet incident report to be submitted to the board within 10 

days of any incident, in a form as may be prescribed by the board. 

 The board may suspend or revoke the registration of any 

business offering pet grooming upon proof showing by a 

preponderance of the evidence that the business: made false or 

misleading statements of a material nature in the application for 

registration; failed to demonstrate that each employee of the 

employer who is engaged in the performance of pet grooming is in 

possession of a license to practice pet grooming; failed to 

demonstrate proof of having general liability insurance or an 

unconditional irrevocable letter of credit of a type and amount 

required by the board; failed to comply with the aforementioned 

sanitary and facility conditions required of businesses engaging in 

or offering pet grooming services; or failed to maintain and submit 

a pet incident report, as required by the bill. 

 Furthermore, the bill requires the board to establish and 

undertake a public information campaign to educate and inform 

New Jersey consumers of the provisions in this bill.  The bill also 

mandates that the board provide a toll-free telephone number for 

consumers making inquiries or complaints regarding pet groomers 

or pet grooming businesses. 

 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENTS: 

 The committee amendments: 

 1) create the New Jersey State Board of Pet Groomers in the 

Division of Consumer Affairs, and replace references to the State 

Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners with references to this new 

board; 

 2) set forth the licensure and renewal fees at $75 and $50, 

respectively; 

 3) exclude from the bill’s provisions an individual who grooms 

dogs or cats in the course of preparing them for shows or other 

competitive events;  

 4) authorize the New Jersey State Board of Pet Groomers to 

implement continuing education requirements;  

 5) provide a definition for a pet “incident” and require the 

reporting of a pet incident within 10 days after the date of the incident; 

 6) revise the effective date to allow for the immediate 

establishment of the New Jersey State Board of Pet Groomers so as to 

allow the administrative work of the board to begin; and 

 7) make technical changes. 


