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 The Senate Education Committee favorably reports Senate Bill 

No. 698. 

 This bill establishes as a new principal department within the 

Executive Branch, the Department of Early Childhood. 

 The bill transfers the functions of the current Division of Early 

Childhood Education in the Department of Education to the 

Department of Early Childhood.  In addition, the bill transfers to the 

new department: 

 all responsibilities of the Department of Education relating 

to students in grades preschool through three including, but 

not limited to, those parts of the following programs 

relating to this age group: teacher licensing; IDEA part B; 

Title I services; regional achievement centers; migrant and 

homeless education services; bilingual education services; 

parent training and information centers; and the New Jersey 

Council for Young Children; 

 all responsibilities of the Department of Human Services 

relating to children from pregnancy to age eight, including 

but not limited to, those parts of the following programs 

relating to this age group: subsidized child care programs 

and services; child care development block grants; 

wraparound care; New Jersey First Steps Infant Toddler 

Initiative; child care resource and referral agencies; 

childcare workforce registry; New Jersey School-Age child 

care; and New Jersey Inclusive Child Care;  

 all responsibilities of the Department of Children and 

Families relating to children from pregnancy to age eight 

including, but not limited to, those parts of the following 

programs relating to this age group: New Jersey Home 

Visitation Program; Help Me Grow Initiative; Project 

LAUNCH; New Jersey Strengthening Families Initiative; 

Project TEACH (Teen Education and Child Health); Parent 

Linking Program; and Family Success Centers; and 

 all responsibilities of the Department of Health relating to 

children from pregnancy to age eight, including but not 

limited to, those parts of the following programs relating to 

this age group: Improving Pregnancy Outcomes Program; 

New Jersey WIC Breastfeeding Services; services for 
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perinatal mood disorders; home visitation programs; early 

intervention system under Part C of the Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA); and NJ Early Care and 

Education Learning Collaborative Project (NJ ECELC). 

 The bill transfers all the functions of the Department of Children 

and Families regarding the licensing of child care centers and the 

registration of family child care providers to the new Department of 

Early Childhood. 

 The bill requires the Commissioner of Early Childhood, in 

consultation with the Commissioners of Education, Human 

Services, Children and Families, and Health, to develop a schedule 

for the orderly transfer of programs relating to early childhood and 

child nutrition to the new department. 

  The bill includes an effective date of July 1, 2018. 

 This bill was pre-filed for introduction in the 2018-2019 session 

pending technical review.  As reported, the bill includes the changes 

required by technical review, which has been performed. 

 


