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SYNOPSIS 

 Requires students to pass test identical to United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services civics test as part of high school graduation requirements.  
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A497 WEBBER 

2 

 

 

AN ACT concerning high school graduation requirements and 1 

supplementing P.L.1979, c.241 (C.18A:7C-1 et seq.). 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. a.  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year, the board of 7 

education of a school district shall require that, in order to graduate 8 

from high school, a student correctly answers at least 60 out of 100 9 

questions on a test that is identical to the civics portion of the 10 

naturalization test used by the United States Citizenship and 11 

Immigration Services.  A student shall first take the test in the ninth 12 

grade.  A student who does not obtain a passing score on the test 13 

shall retake the test in each subsequent school year until the student 14 

obtains a passing score.  The board of education shall determine the 15 

method and manner in which to administer the test. 16 

 b. A board of education shall document on the student’s high 17 

school transcript that the student has passed the test. 18 

 19 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 20 

 21 

 22 

STATEMENT 23 

 24 

 This bill requires a board of education to administer a test 25 

identical to the civics portion of the naturalization test used by the 26 

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services.  The test will 27 

be administered to ninth grade students.  A student who does not 28 

obtain a passing score by answering at least 60 out of 100 questions 29 

correctly must retake the test in each subsequent school year until 30 

the student obtains a passing score.  A student is required to obtain 31 

a passing score in order to graduate from high school.  The board of 32 

education will document on the student’s high school transcript that 33 

the student has successfully completed the test. 34 


