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SYNOPSIS 

 Requires school district or nonpublic school to provide appropriate 

counseling services to student-athlete who makes complaint against coach or 

sports official. 
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A708 SUMTER 

2 

 

 

AN ACT concerning counseling services for certain student-athletes 1 

and supplementing chapter 11 of Title 18A of the New Jersey 2 

Statutes. 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. In the event that a student-athlete who participates in a 8 

Statewide interscholastic sports program, or the student’s parent or 9 

guardian, makes a complaint against a coach or sports official 10 

during the course of a game, meet, or official competition, the 11 

school district or nonpublic school which the student attends shall:  12 

 a. make available to the student-athlete a school counselor, 13 

school social worker, or school psychologist to assess any 14 

emotional or psychological impact the alleged incident may have 15 

had on the student-athlete. The school counselor, school social 16 

worker, or school psychologist shall refer the student for counseling 17 

or such other services deemed necessary; and 18 

 b. notify the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic 19 

Association of the complaint made against the coach or sports 20 

official. 21 

 22 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 23 

 24 

 25 

STATEMENT 26 

 27 

 This bill requires a school district or nonpublic school to provide 28 

counseling services for any student-athlete who makes a complaint 29 

against a coach or sports official. Under the bill, in the event that a 30 

student-athlete who participates in a Statewide interscholastic sports 31 

program, or the student’s parent or guardian, makes a complaint 32 

against a coach or sports official during the course of a game, meet, 33 

or official competition, the school district or nonpublic school 34 

which the student attends will: (1) make available to the student-35 

athlete a school counselor, school social worker, or school 36 

psychologist to assess any emotional or psychological impact the 37 

alleged incident may have had on the student-athlete; and (2)  notify 38 

the New Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic Association of the 39 

complaint made against the coach or sports official. 40 

 The school counselor, school social worker, or school 41 

psychologist will refer the student for counseling or such other 42 

services deemed necessary. 43 


