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A JOINT RESOLUTION designating August of each year as 1 

“Gastroparesis Awareness Month.” 2 

 3 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis is a chronic medical condition consisting of 4 

a partial paralysis of the stomach, resulting in food remaining in the 5 

stomach for an abnormally long period of time; and  6 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis can be a debilitating and sometimes life 7 

threatening medical condition for which there is no cure; and 8 

WHEREAS, Symptoms of gastroparesis include nausea, vomiting, 9 

stomach fullness, the inability to finish a meal, severe dehydration, 10 

difficulty managing blood glucose levels, stomach obstruction, and 11 

malnutrition; and 12 

WHEREAS, Treatments such as dietary measures, medications, 13 

procedures to maintain nutrition, and surgery can reduce but not 14 

eliminate symptoms of gastroparesis; and 15 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis is a relatively common medical condition 16 

with an increased rate of incidence which affects an estimated five 17 

million Americans; and 18 

WHEREAS, Factors causing gastroparesis may include long-standing 19 

diabetes, complications from surgeries, or other illnesses, such as 20 

multiple sclerosis and Parkinson's disease; and 21 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis can strike at any age and is four times more 22 

likely to affect women than men; and 23 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis is a poorly understood condition, and 24 

delayed diagnosis, treatment, and management of this condition are 25 

frequent challenges faced by those affected by gastroparesis; and 26 

WHEREAS, Gastroparesis creates a significant burden on individuals, 27 

families, the community, our economy, and the U.S. healthcare 28 

system; and 29 

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper that the Legislature designate the 30 

month of August as “Gastroparesis Awareness Month” in order to 31 

provide an opportunity to raise awareness about this medical 32 

condition and to encourage increased research into effective 33 

treatments for people affected by gastroparesis; now, therefore, 34 

 35 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Senate and General Assembly of the 36 

State of New Jersey: 37 

 38 

 1. August of each year is designated as “Gastroparesis 39 

Awareness Month” in the State of New Jersey to help increase 40 

awareness of the problems affecting persons with this condition. 41 

 42 

 2. The Governor is requested to annually issue a proclamation 43 

calling upon public officials and the citizens of New Jersey to 44 

observe the month with appropriate activities and programs. 45 

 46 

 3. This joint resolution shall take effect immediately.   47 
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STATEMENT 1 

 2 

 This joint resolution designates August of each year as 3 

“Gastroparesis Awareness Month” in New Jersey to help increase 4 

awareness of the problems affecting persons with this condition. 5 

 The joint resolution asks the Governor to annually issue a 6 

proclamation recognizing August as “Gastroparesis Awareness 7 

Month” in New Jersey, and calling upon public officials and the 8 

citizens of New Jersey to observe the month with appropriate 9 

activities and programs. 10 


