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SYNOPSIS 

 Prohibits landlords from requiring rent to be paid by certain means of 

payment or at any off-site location.  
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AN ACT concerning rent payments by tenants and supplementing 1 

chapter 8 of the Title 46 of the Revised Statutes. 2 

 3 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 4 

of New Jersey: 5 

 6 

 1. a.  A landlord shall not enter into a residential lease, 7 

renewal, or extension agreement that limits the acceptable method 8 

of rent payment to cash, personal check, credit or debit card, or any 9 

other specific forms of payment made by, or on behalf of, a tenant.  10 

A landlord shall accept any cash, personal check, or credit or debit 11 

card payment made by, or on behalf of, a tenant pursuant to a 12 

residential lease, renewal, or extension agreement. 13 

 b. A landlord shall not enter into a residential lease, renewal, or 14 

extension agreement that requires a tenant to pay rent at any 15 

location outside of the premises of the building in which the tenant 16 

resides. 17 

 c. A landlord shall not enter into a residential lease, renewal, or 18 

extension agreement that imposes any fee on a tenant for the 19 

payment of rent:  20 

 (1) by means of cash, personal check, or credit or debit card 21 

payment made by, or on behalf of, the tenant; or 22 

 (2) at any location inside or outside of the premises of the 23 

building in which the tenant resides. 24 

 d. A landlord who violates any provision of this section shall 25 

be a disorderly person.  26 

 27 

 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall be applicable 28 

to any residential lease, renewal, or extension agreement executed 29 

on or after the date of enactment.  30 

 31 

 32 

STATEMENT 33 

 34 

 This bill prohibits a landlord from requiring a tenant’s rent to be 35 

paid by certain means of payment or at any off-site location.   36 

 Specifically, the bill prohibits a landlord from entering into a 37 

residential lease, renewal, or extension agreement that: (1) limits 38 

the acceptable methods of rent payment to cash, personal check, 39 

credit or debit card, or any other specific forms of payment; or (2) 40 

requires the tenant to pay rent at any location outside of the 41 

premises of the building in which the tenant resides.  Additionally, 42 

the bill requires the landlord to accept any cash, personal check, or 43 

credit or debit card payment made by, or on behalf of, a tenant 44 

pursuant to residential lease, renewal, or extension agreement.  45 

 The bill also prohibits a landlord from imposing any fee on a 46 

residential tenant for the payment of rent: (1) by means of cash, 47 

personal check, or credit or debit card payment made by, or on 48 
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behalf of, the tenant; or (2) at any location inside or outside of the 1 

premises of the building in which the tenant resides.  2 

 Any landlord who violates the provisions of this bill would be 3 

guilty of a disorderly persons offense, which is punishable by a 4 

term of imprisonment of not more than six months, a fine of not 5 

more than $1,000, or both. 6 


