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SYNOPSIS 

 Requires boards of education to include instruction, and adopt instructional 

materials, on climate change.  

  

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT  

 As introduced. 

    



 

S1970 GOPAL, TURNER 

2 

 

 

AN ACT concerning certain instruction and instructional materials 1 

in public schools and supplementing chapter 35 of Title 18A of 2 

the New Jersey Statutes. 3 

 4 

 BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 5 

of New Jersey: 6 

 7 

 1. A board of education shall include information on climate 8 

change in the curriculum of elementary school, middle school, and 9 

high school students as part of the district’s implementation of the 10 

New Jersey Student Learning Standards in Science.   11 

 12 

 2. A board of education shall have policies and procedures in 13 

place pertaining to the selection of instructional materials to 14 

implement the requirements of section 1 of this act.  When adopting 15 

instructional materials for use in the schools of the district, a board 16 

of education shall adopt instructional materials that accurately 17 

portray changes in weather and climate patterns over time, the 18 

impacts of human activity on changes in weather and climate 19 

patterns, and the effects of climate change on people and resources. 20 

 21 

 3. This act shall take effect immediately and shall first apply to 22 

the first full school year following the date of enactment. 23 

 24 

 25 

STATEMENT 26 

 27 

 This bill requires each board of education to provide instruction 28 

on climate change in the curriculum of elementary school, middle 29 

school, and high school students as part of the district’s 30 

implementation of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in 31 

Science. 32 

 The bill provides that when adopting instructional materials for 33 

use in the schools of the district, a board of education is required to 34 

adopt instructional materials that accurately portray changes in 35 

weather and climate patterns over time, the impacts of human 36 

activity on changes in weather and climate patterns, and the effects 37 

of climate change on people and resources. 38 


